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your research 
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A

ctions fora Sustainable
W

orld: from
theory

to
practice

C
onnecting it to 

S
ustainability Theory as:

-
inclusive, holistic;

-
respecting interlinkages;

-
transition oriented;

-
inclusive governance.

W
ith specific m

ethodology:
-

full system
 m

odelling;
-

forecasting and back;
-

transdisciplinary;
-

. . .
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G
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ing
m
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ISDRS as source of inform
ation:

-
‘State-of-the art’-inform

ation via w
ebsite;

-
call for papers annual conference;

-
Organize the tracks;

-
Special issues / Book in new

 Routledge 
ISDRS Series;

-
Forw

ard discussions in conference track
-

Contribute quarterly ISDRS New
sletter

-
Discussions w

ith ISDRS m
em

bers via ISDRS 
social m

edia;
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Tw
itter: 

C
onference IS

D
R
S
2018 (use @

IS
D

R
S
2018 )

Facebook: 
IS

D
R
S
 C

onference 2018 (
use @

IS
D

R
S
C
onference)

LinkedIn:
discussion group: ”International S

ustainable 
D

evelopm
ent Research S

ociety”
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D
iscuss your suggestions, intended 

com
m

itm
ent and experiences w

ith any of 
the board m

em
bers

and during IS
D

R
S
 m

em
ber m

eeting:

D
ate:

Thursday
June 14th, 17:30 -

18:30
Venue: Rectorate -

A
ula M

agna -
First floor

M
em

b
ers’ m

eetin
g
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Topic groups –
Institutional m

em
bers -

Partners

A
dditional activities:

-
Routledge IS

D
R
S
 book series;

-
D

iscourses on ‘transdisciplinarity’
-

D
iscourses on ‘sustainability indicators’

-
S
upport developm

ent of review
 books: 

S
im

on B
ell and S

teve M
orse: S

ustainability Indicators
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D
iscourse before and during this conference:

Transdisciplinarity: 
-

essential research approach for S
D

-
w

hat is it?
various approaches
‘central European’
‘north A

m
erican’

‘(south) A
frican’

-
w

hat w
ork w

hen and w
here?

-
w

hich are the key actors in it: and their 
lim

itations..
-

im
plications for funding agents?

IS
D

R
S

:  
S

h
ow

 p
rog

ress in
 d

iscou
rses



C
opernicus Institute of S

ustainable D
evelopm

ent

D
iscourse before and during this conference:

Transdisciplinarity: 
-

to be discussed in Track 1b

-
initiated by S

jors
W

itjes
w

ith 
-

the N
ew

 Professionals G
roup

IS
D

R
S
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S

h
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Just published at Routledge:

H
andbook of S

ustainability Indicators
S
im

on B
ell and S

tephen M
orse (eds.)

34 chapters by the w
orld expects in 

the field, including:
Pinter 

H
ueting

Esty
H

su

B
oulanger

R
am

os 

C
hernow

eth
Reijnders

C
ostanza

S
ayer

D
ahl

S
pangenberg

G
allopin

W
ackernagel
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ress in
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rses

Available since this w
eek at Routledge:

M
y input C

hapter
4: 

S
ubstantiating the rough consensus on the 

three-dim
ensional concept of sustainable 

developm
ent as point of departure for indicator 

developm
ent

K
ey points:

-
S
D

 is not vague
-

som
e scientists m

ess up

-
global rough consensus

-
separate m

eans / end-outcom
es

-
3 m

ajor m
isunderstandings
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 w
e see a rou

g
h

 
con

sen
su

s?
C
oncept of “S

ustainable D
evelopm

ent” 
(especially in business context)

-
Is it really vague, m

ulti-interpretable, open for 
adjusting to your needs??

-
3-fold tendency to disagree …

. in open society
-

Pitfall of social constructionist approaches
-

Result of neo-liberal “let (w
eak) bottom

-up forces 
flow

er” approach (w
eak governm

ent)

-
Result: persistent m

ajor m
isconceptions &

 blind spots
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G
lobal dynam

ics in discourse on concept of S
D

•
S
cientific discourses

•
(s)LC

(S
)A

 com
m

unity
•

Resilience
•

…
.

•
G

lobal political discourse
•

Review
 of U

N
 debates 

•
S
elf governance netw

orks
•

U
N

 S
D

G
’s
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G
lobal dynam

ics in discourse on concept of S
D

Three m
ajor m

is-understandings:

-
W

hat is the 3
rd

P?
-

W
hat can be 2

nd
P?

-
W

hat m
akes sense as LC

SA
?
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1
stm

ajor m
isconception: w

hat is the 3
rd

P?

Increasingly com
m

unicated in publications, consultancy to 
business advice, business docum

ents, governm
ents docum

ents:

S
D

 =
 Planet People Profit

Look in key readings again: S
u

p
ra-n

atio
n

al au
th

o
rities

from
 “O

ur C
om

m
on Future” to U

N
 S

D
G

s D
eclaration of S

eptem
ber 2015

à
B
alancing joint ecological and societal fairness!!

D
iscourse–analysis (H

adden and S
eybert, 2016, p. 246): 

som
e pendulum

 sw
inging in attention either tw

o, 
but alw

ays back to com
bining.

?
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1
stm

ajor m
isconception: w

hat is the 3
rd

P?

S
D

 =
 Planet People Profit

Look in key readings again: S
u

p
ra-n

atio
n

al au
th

o
rities

U
N

 S
D

G
s D

eclaration of S
eptem

ber 2015

?
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1
stm

ajor m
isconception: w

hat is the 3
rd

P?

S
D

 =
 Planet People Profit

Look in key readings again: S
cien

tific d
iscou

rses

Red tread in abundance of academ
ic contributions:

S
D

 com
bines 2 m

ajor am
bitions: 

ecological precaution +
 fair and equitable societal developm

ent 

S
D

 =
 response to 

connected m
utually reinforcing tendencies in hum

an societies: 
tendency tow

ards extractive p
ractices: 

both eco
lo

g
ical

system
 and the so

cietal
system

an integral ecological and societal fairness agenda

?
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1
stm

ajor m
isconception: w

hat is the 3
rd

P?

S
o w

hy: S
D

 =
 Planet People Profit

W
here does it com

e from
?

A
nd the introduction of Triple B

ottom
 Line (TB

L)

Yes, m
akes sense:  …

…
…

 for business level decisions

Yes: have positive im
pact on Planet &

 People, but still be 
profitable

à
business level ¹

societal level
à

business efficiency =
 (Planet &

 People) / Profit

?
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2
nd

m
ajor m

isconception: W
hat can be 2

nd
P?

M
ore recently com

m
unicated in publications, consultancy to 

business advice, business docum
ents:

S
D

 =
 Planet People Profit

W
e do w

ell as com
pany because . . .  .

. . . . . w
e m

ake m
edicine =

 health =
 S

D

. . . . . w
e m

ake safety belts =
 saves lives =

 S
D

“Through sport, w
e have the pow

er to change lives.”

“O
ur brands aim

 to m
ake life a little easier, healthier and m

ore affordable for everyone, 
to build a better future for our businesses and their com

m
unities.”

“W
e create everyday essentials to m

ake people’s lives m
ore liveable and inspiring.”

“O
ur products and solutions contribute to conserving resources, ensuring nutrition and 

im
proving quality of life.”

Reasoning is “w
e m

ake things good for people,
so w

e are socially sustainable . . . . . . “

?
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2
nd

m
ajor m

isconception: W
hat can be 2

nd
P?

S
D

 =
 Planet People Profit

“w
e m

ake things good for people, so w
e are socially sustainable“

M
ajor consultancies m

easuring it for them
 (“social capital”)

W
h

ere is th
e fallacy?

In principle: com
panies sell w

hat people (or custom
ers) w

ant, need. 
The problem

 is in the externalities (ecological &
 social).

S
elling som

ething w
anted / needed ¹

never S
D

O
nly m

in
im

izin
g

 extern
alities 

(that w
hat is not included in the transaction) 

can be seen as a com
panies contribution to S

D

?
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3
rd

m
ajor m

isconception: W
hat m

akes sense as LC
SA

?

C
om

bining 1
stand 2

nd
m

isconception, scholars com
e up w

ith 

LC
SA

 =
 eLC

A
+

 sLC
A

+
 LC

C

B
ringing S

D
 =

 Planet +
 People +

 Profit to product or service assessm
ent level

Assessing efficiency and feasibility of im
provem

ent options: O
K
!

B
U

T
•

D
oes not include firm

’s profit, or costs as the S
D

 elem
ent

•
It should be:

•
M

any indicators incorrectly include “profits” to num
erator

?
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erstan

d
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S
o, three m

ajor m
is-understandings:

-
3

rd
P is nor Profit à

but prosperity!
-

2
nd

P à
can only be about externalities!

-
LC

SA
 should assess 

Planet +
 People +

 Prosperity im
pacts

(N
ot convinced about banning the ‘profit’ w

ord? 
D

o search &
 find in U

N
 S

D
G

s D
eclaration of S

eptem
ber 2015. 

Tell m
e w

hen you found it.)
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results 

so
cietal categ

o
ries

4 en
d

p
o

in
ts

area o
f p

ro
tectio

n
 

18 m
id

p
o

in
ts

value chain actors

w
orkers

local com
m

unity

consum
ers

socio-econom
ic

institutions

product safety
&

 inform
ing

renum
eration &

 w
ages

labour rights &
 conditions

gender &
 ethnic equality

hum
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ent
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G
ettin
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eyon
d

G
lobal dynam

ics in discourses on concept of S
D

•
S
cientific discourses

•
G

lobal political discourses

Poly-centric
but trends tow

ards harm
onisation

versus

S
trong forces of bottom

-up 
fram

ings

S
hould w

e as IS
D

R
S
 play a 

guiding role here: do’s &
 don’ts of S

D
?
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Topic groups –
Institutional m

em
bers -

Partners

A
dditional activities:

-
Routledge IS

D
R
S
 book series;

-
D

iscourses on ‘transdisciplinarity’
-

D
iscourses on ‘sustainability indicators’

-
S
upport developm

ent of review
 books: 

S
im

on B
ell and S

teve M
orse: S

ustainability Indicators

C
an w

e take a stronger role: 
guidance and separate chaff of  corn
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Aw
ards:  show

ing the best outputs: top-10



C
opernicus Institute of S

ustainable D
evelopm

ent

V
ario

u
s w

ay to
 d
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Aw
ards:  top-3 according to IS

R
D

S
 m

em
bers
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W
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ing new
 partners in our netw
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